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The Landscape Handbook: 

Tips for Basic Yard Maintenance  

by Season 



 

Spring:  (Late March ïEarly May)  
   Best time to plant to avoid shock or freeze. 

 
Watering Tips:   Donôt forget to shut your sprinklers off if it is raining. 

  - Grass 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 4-6am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 4-6 minutes depending on shade.  

Â Lawn should be mowed every 7 days to maintain a lawn less than 3.5 inches. 

Â Do not over water in spring; this can cause fungus or mushrooms in your grass. If 

the water is running off your yard, you are watering too much cut back your 

sprinkler time. 

 - Flowers and Trees 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 4-6am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 2-5 minutes depending on shade  

Â Water every other day or as needed. 

 

 

Fertilizing Tips:   

  Wait at least 1 week before fertilizing any new plantings. 
- Grass 

Â Utilize 16-6-8 fertilizer every 6-8 weeks. Be sure to water for15 minutes once 

fertilizer is applied or grass will burn and die. 

- Flowers and Trees 

Â Utilize 15-15-15 fertilizer for shrubs, flowers and trees.  Apply every 10-12 weeks 

or as needed according to soil conditions.  Roses, palms, azaleas, and bulbs 

require a special fertilizer that can be purchased at any nursery. 

 

Planting Tips:   
Now is the time to plant for spring and summer color. 

 - Flowers 
Â Recommended flowers for spring and summer blossoms are marigolds, 

snapdragons, petunias, lobelia, alyssum, inpatients, geraniums, begonias, azaleas, 

vinca, stock, daisies, roses, carnations, bachelor buttons, and columbines. 

Â Always check the sun and water requirements when planting. 

- Trees and plants 

Â Robellini palms, bamboo, citrus trees, Sycamore, Plum, Modesto Ash, some 

Maple, banana plants, bird of paradise, cannas, lavender, flax, agapanthus, social 

garlic,moneywart and colias.    

 

 



 

Summer: (Late May-Early September)  
 
Watering Tips: Donôt forget to weed. 
- Grass 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 4-6am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 6-7 minutes depending on shade. Only if necessary, 

add a cycle during late evening for 3 to 4 minutes. 

Â Grass should be mowed every 7 days to maintain a lawn less than 3.5 inches. 

- Flowers and Trees 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 4-6am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 3-6 minutes depending on shade. Only if necessary,  

add a cycle during early evening for 1-3 minutes. 

 

Fertilizing Tips:  
 - Grass 

Â Utilize 16-6-8 fertilizer every 6-8 weeks. Be sure to water for 15 minutes after  

fertilizer is applied or grass will burn and die.  

 - Shrubs, Flowers and Trees  

Â Utilize 15-15-15 fertilizer for shrubs, flowers and trees.  Apply every 10-12 weeks 

or as needed according to soil conditions.  Roses, palms, azaleas, and bulbs 

require a special fertilizer that can be purchased at any nursery.  

 

Planting Tips:  

Summer is not the best time to plant, temperatures are too hot and plants will die 

from shock. If planting is necessary, remember to add ample water for two weeks 

while plants establish. 

 - Flowers:  

Â Easy annual (must plant 2-3 times per year) flowers that survive the hot California 

summers are:  Petunias, vinca, alyssum, impatient, some begonias, some 

geraniums, colias, and lobelia.  Perennial flowers come back every year like lilies, 

tulips, gazania, and roses. These are not the only flowers available; just 

suggestions for easy maintenance that can withstand the California heat.   

Â Always check for sun and water requirements when choosing flowers and plants. 

Â Flowers do require pruning and ñdead headingò to ensure full potential growth.  

When you cut the dead flowers off, it allows the plant to bud and flower more. 

 - Trees and plants 

Â Trees:  robellini palms, maples, cypress, citrus trees, plum trees, Liquid Amber, 

Sycamore, Crate Myrtle, Chinese Elm, Camphor and Tipauana. 

Â Shrubs: bamboo, birds of paradise, elephant ears, cannas, lavender, hibiscus, flax, 

kangaroo paw, rhododendron, morea, day lily, agapanthus, privet, photinea, 

rhapheolepis, pittosporum, flax, moneywart and euryope.  

Â  Again check for sun and water requirements. 



 

 

Fall: (Late September ïEarly December) 
 
Watering Tips:   Donôt forget to shut your sprinklers off it is raining.  

 - Grass 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 6-8am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 4-6 minutes depending on shade. Only if necessary, 

add a cycle during late evening for 2 ï 3 minutes.  

Â Lawn should be mowed every 7 days to maintain a lawn less than 3.5 inches. 

Â I f water is running off your yard you are overwatering, turn down your sprinkler 

times. 

 - Flowers and Trees 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 4-6am for optimum 

absorption. Run cycles 3-4 minutes depending on shade. 

 

Fertilizing Tips:  
 - Grass 

Â Utilize 16-6-8 fertilizer every 6-8 weeks. Be sure to water for15 minutes once 

fertilizer is applied or grass will burn and die. 

 - Flowers and Trees 

Â Utilize 15-15-15 fertilizer for shrubs, flowers and trees.  Apply every 10-12 weeks 

or as needed according to soil conditions.  Roses, palms, azaleas, and bulbs 

require a special fertilizer that can be purchased at any nursery. 

 

Planting Tips: Donôt forget to weed. 
 - Flowers 

Â Some flowers will start dying at this time such as petunias, vinca and most of the 

annuals mentioned before so just start pulling the dead ones.  Also cut back any 

plants and bulbs that may look like they are dead or dying.   

Â Now is the time to plant bulbs like tulips, lilies and daffodils to get spring blooms. 

- Trees and plants 

Â Time to cut back any tree branches or plants that look dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Winter: (Late December ïEarly March)  
 
Watering Tips:  Donôt forget to shut y our sprinklers off if it is raining. 

- Grass 

Â Set sprinklers for morning. Preferably between 6-8am for optimum absorption. 

Run sprinklers 3-5 minutes depending on shade.  

Â Watering can be cut back to once every other day. 

Â Grass should be mowed at least every 10-14 days to ensure it does not exceed 3.5 

inches.  

- Flowers and Trees 

Â Set sprinklers for early morning. Preferably between 6-8am for optimum 

absorption. Run sprinklers 2-3 minutes depending on shade  

Â Watering can be cut back to once every other day 

 

Fertilizing Tips:  
- Grass 

Â Utilize 21-6-4 fertilizer every 6-8 weeks. Be sure to water for15 minutes once 

fertilizer is applied or grass will burn and die. 

- Flowers and Trees 

Â Utilize 15-15-15 fertilizer for shrubs, flowers and trees.  Apply the every 10-12 

weeks or as needed according to soil conditions.  Roses, palms, azaleas, and bulbs 

require a special fertilizer that can be purchased at any nursery. 

 

 

Planting Tips: Donôt forget to weed. 

- Flowers 

Â The best flowers to plant for winter are pansies and violas.  They will last all 

through the winter and some of spring.   

- Trees and plants 

Â Many trees and plants should be cut back at this time to help with spring growth. 

Cannas, elephant ears, lavender and any remaining bulb leaves should be cut back 

to about 6-10 inches from the ground to ensure spring growth.  Crate Myrtle and 

other flowering tree branches should be cut back to help shape and strengthen the 

trunks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK GARDENING AND 

THANKS FOR HELPING TO MAKE 

ST. CLARE A BEAUTIFUL PLACE TO 

LIVE.       
 

 

 

QUESTIONS EMAIL THE BOARD AT:  

www.StClareHoa.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The information attached hereto is being provided as a courtesy only.  The St. Clare 

Community Association makes no representations and/or warranties regarding the 

adequacy or completeness of any recommendations, suggestions or referrals 

contained herein.  Please contact your personal landscape expert to determine 

whether or not the recommendations contained herein apply to you.  Use at your 

own risk. 
 

 

http://www.stclarehoa.com/


Please accept this coupon as a special gift from the St. Clare 

Board of Directors, the St. Clare Landscape Committee and 

from Sunset Nursery. 

 

 

Sunset Nursery is located at: 

23256 Lyons Ave. 

661-255-8777 
 

 

1. With the purchase of $50 or more, receive a $10  

off coupon for a Christmas tree @ Frostyôs Forest 

on Old Orchard.  

2. Free delivery for purchases over $500. 
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10 % off your purchase at 

Sunset Nursery 
 

Coupon cannot be used in conjunction with other discounts.  Not valid on 

sod or pumpkins.  Must present coupon at purchase. Expires 12/01/2007 


